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stance, daughter of Alfonso, king of Castile and Leon.
He gave his sister in marriage to Baymond V., count
of Toulouse. Thus he did something to counteract
the Angevin influence in the south. He made a marri-
age treaty -with his great rival, by which his little
daughter Margaret and Henry's eldest boy were be-
trothed. On his wife's death in 1160 he married Alice
of Champagne, daughter of Count Thibault V., whose
four brothers, William, an ecclesiastic; Henry, count of
Champagne and Brie; Thibault, count of Chartres and
Blois; and Stephen, count of Sancerre, formed the
strongest family alliance that could be opposed to the
menacing power of Henry II. He maintained a firm
alliance with the orthodox pope, Alexander III. He
showed himself a constant vindicator of ecclesiastical
rights. When his rival's minister, Thomas Becket, the
greatest prelate of the age, fled from his dominions,
Louis gave him refuge in, his own lands, and steadily,
in spite of the strongest pressure, maintained his cause
against the jealous anger of the English king. Sputters
of war broke from time to time across the sky, but
Louis, if not strong enough to resist for long, lost little
by any of the disturbances. Again and again, half
secretly, half openly, he stirred up and supported the
rebellious sons against their father, notably in the great
and dangerous insurrection of 1173.
By every means Louis strove to extend his influence
outside the royal domain, which his father had rendered
strong and submissive. With the great ecclesiastics he
was in constant and amicable relations. With the rising
liberties of the towns he showed himself to be in
sympathy by many grants of privilege and charters of